NATIONAL DNA Day ASHG High School Essay Contest

The contest aims to challenge students to examine, question and reflect on the purposes and social implications of genetic research. Essays are expected to contain substantive, well-reasoned arguments indicative of a depth of understanding of the issues addressed by the selected essay question. All high school students are eligible.
NATIONAL DNA Day ASHG High School Essay Contest
Rules:
· Essays must be submitted electronically through the American Society of Human Genetics website at: Question 1 form or Question 2 form 

· Essays should be submitted with the support of a teacher or administrator at the student.s school to authenticate that the submission is the original work of the student. 

· Once submitted, essays cannot be changed or revised. 

· Essays are limited to 750 words in length, not including references. 

· A bibliography of references and sources is required. There is no restriction on how many (or few) references you use. 

· Only one entry can be submitted per student. 

· The eligibility of all winning essays will be verified prior to their selection. 

· Teachers are requested to submit only the top five essays from each class. 

Essays will be read and scored by at least two independent judges. The essays will be evaluated on the basis of critical thinking, scientific accuracy, creativity, and organization using the following rubric: 

	Q1.
	Why is it important for everyone to know about DNA and genetics?
In your essay, include what you think everyone should know about genetics. Consider how genetics plays a role in our daily lives. Why is genetics important now? How will it play a role in the future?   (750 words limit)


	Question #1

	Spelling/Grammar/Organization
	10 pts.

	Clearly enumerates important genetic concepts for society
	10 pts.

	Clearly discusses how these concepts play a role in our daily lives
	10 pts.

	Clearly discusses importance of genetics now
	10 pts.

	Clearly describes potential uses of genetics in the future
	10 pts.

	 


	Q2.
	If you were a genetics researcher, what would you like to study (and why)?
Consider current relevant topics in genetics. Include what is known about the topic and name some of the current questions or controversies in the field. How would you study them? What makes this particular field interesting to you?   (750 words limit)


	Question #2

	Spelling/Grammar/Organization
	10 pts.

	Clearly defines question they would address
	10 pts.

	Clearly discusses importance of question/their interest
	10 pts.

	Clearly defines what is known about the topic
	10 pts.

	Describes potential approach
	10 pts.


Prizes for the winners of each essay will be awarded as follows:
Grand Prize Winners: $350.00
Second Place: $250.00
Third Place: $100
Plus, the teachers of the winning essays will receive funding from 
Applied Biosystems to support genetics and biotechnology 
education in their classroom!!!
	Special Dates:

	March 31, 2006:
	All essays must be submitted by Midnight EST.

	April 25, 2006:
	Essay Contest Winners will be announced at 3pm during the DNA Day Online Chat ( genome.gov/DNADay ) and on the ASHG website ( www.genednet.org ). 


Excellent Resource on DNA: http://www.koshlandscience.org/exhibitdna/

